Nevertheless, they provide unusually valuable potential for secondary analyses.
Secondary Analyses of Existing Data
One immediate possibility is to explore those large-scale data sets, both cross-sectional and longitudinal, that include at least some data on parental employment, child outcomes, and selected intervening variables. Researchers might test hypotheses concerning how various support systems (directly or indirectly, individually or collectively) influence how changing patterns of labor force participation affect children. Independent variables would include factors such as work status of parents and youth (e.g., hours, occupation), socioeconomic level, family structure, and age and sex of the child. Dependent variables would be child outcomes of various types, such as school achievement, the formation of values and attitudes toward work, education, family formation, peer interactions, and parent and sibling relationships. The intervening variables would include those support systems that influence children's socialization, such as schools, community social services, television, and the other media. The purpose of such secondary analyses would be to examine the extent to which existing data (that correlate family structure and the work status of parents and youths with various outcomes among children of different sexes, at different ages, and in families with different structures and work patterns) also yield an understanding of the role of various support systems (e.g., schools, workplace policies and practices, other formal and informal institutions), and what accounts for variations in outcomes among children.
Existing data sets which lend themselves to such analyses include the surveys mentioned above as well as the Seattle-Denver Income Maintenance Study.
Cross-Sectional Studies
Cross-sectional studies continue to yield important information. Any new studies of the consequences of changing patterns of work and familynt for different outcomes by backward mapping, unraveling the multiple variables described earlier related to parental work status, family interaction, and the presence and type of institutional supports? What is the role played by school, television, employers, and other formal and informal institutions in the shaping of children's views and behavior, and which are most significant, how are they significant, and why?
